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School News
Forest School 
The woodland we currently use for Forest School 
is adjacent to the piece of land where houses will be built in the near future. 
Today, t
he new owners of the land have temporarily restricted
 
our 
access to the site whilst 
initial 
building works are carried out
 
(
for health and safety reasons
)
. We 
have been
 looking at alternative 
sites
 to carry out Forest School, however until this is 
finalised
 Forest School 
and outdoor learning 
will be 
taking place
 on school grounds. 
We would also like to say thank you to the many parents that have taken their turn to support us with Forest School.  If you haven’t already taken your turn, please let class know when you are free.   If all parents took one turn per year, 
we would have enough help for each class.
  
Children in Need – Friday 17
th
 November
Friday 17
th
 November is Children in Need 
Day,
 Rowan Class will be presenting a class assembly on this day. Rowan Class parents are invited to come into the assembly for 9.30am.
As a school we will be taking part in spotty-themed fundraising activities, such as a fancy dress day on Friday 17 November - £1 to participate, 
an
 after school cake sale and the Pudsey Round Pound Countdown. The Pudsey Round Pound Countdown is a hunt for the millions of round pounds still in circulation. So join in the treasure hunt and check your jam jars, money boxes and down the back of your sofas to see how many you can find.
Please let your children come to school on Friday 17th November wearing spots for the ‘Big 
Spotacular
 Day’, bringing in cakes to sell after school and by donating any old Round Pounds that you might still have at home. There will be a movie treat for the Class that brings in the most Round Pounds.
Let’s make a big difference to the lives of children in the UK.
Thank you for your continued support.
Christmas Performances
4
th
 December 2.00pm Dress rehearsal
Pre-School Siblings welcome
 5
th
 & 6
th
 December
2.00pm Adults only
 7
th
 December
9.30
am
 Adults only
Book through the 
surveymonkey
 link. 
£1.00 per ticket – maximum 2 tickets per family.
  Spare tickets will be 
advertised  towards
 the end of November.
 
) (
Newsletter
10th November 2017
Dates for your diary
17
th
 November 2017
9.30am Children in Need assembly led by Rowan Class, Rowan parents invited to come along
21
st
 November 2017
3.30pm – 6.00pm Parents Consultation Evening
Strictly Parents only
23
rd
 November 2017
5.30pm – 8.00pm Parents Consultation Evening
Strictly Parents only
24
th
 November 2017
9.30am Celebration Assembly with Poem read by Birch Class, Birch parents welcome to come along
Christmas Fair
Saturday 2
nd
 December
12.00-2.00pm
Christmas Performances
4
th
, 5
th
, 6
th
 7
th
 December
Book online now via 
Surveymonkey
Tickets will be available at the end of the month
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Little Acorns Pre-Nursery
This week we all enjoyed learning 
circle
 games in the hall, making chocolate finger sparklers and 
pretending to light 
the bonfire in the garden for role play. We especially enjoyed telling each other all about the bonfires and fireworks we saw over the weekend.
)
 (
PTA
 
Dates
If you can help set up/clear away or run a stall for the Christmas Fair please let us or your class know. Thank you
2
nd
 December 2017
12 – 2pm Mrs Blands Christmas Fair
Ge
t in Touch via – 
mrsblandspta@gmail.com
or
 catch someone i
n the playground
 – 
Rachel James, Gareth Bowen, Lizi Hawkins, Beki Streeter
)
 
 (
M
aple and Beech News (Reception)
What a colourful week we have had in Reception as we have explored the wonderful world of fireworks! 
During our literacy sessions, we have created our own firework inspired acrostic poems. We were particularly impressed by the words generated to describe fireworks. They have obviously been inspired by the many displays and bonfire parties they have attended recently. Well done Maple and Beech! 
Whilst exploring the world of 3D shapes in maths, we built our own rockets. Many of them wouldn’t have looked out of place at a fireworks display! We learnt the names of common 3D shapes and discussed some of their properties. When out and about this weekend, why not see if your child can spot any 3D shapes around them. 
Next week, we would really like to see as many children as possible leaving their grown-ups at the door in the morning as we continue to develop your children’s independence. Please ensure your child has everything in their hand or bag ready to settle into our morning routines. 
Have a restful weekend.
Reception Team
) (
Acorn Nursery 
This week in Nursery 
we continued learning about 
Autumn
 and in particular the British celebration of Bonfire Night.  We found, out using a computer, why and how the United Kingdom celebrates with bonfires and fireworks on the 5
th
 of November.  We have printed fireworks, drawn fireworks, used control with pens to follow writing patterns on fireworks and have made our own fireworks using junk materials. We have made our own body sound firework display and leant new songs about fireworks. We have also been investigating number using 
Numicon
, beads and glitter and have used shapes to create rockets. We all enjoyed our first trip off site for Forest School where we listened to instructions carefully. Please can we make sure all children are dressed in warm, waterproof clothing for Mondays at Forest School and don’t forget to volunteer for a session. We really value all the help and support we can get in order for the children to have a valuable learning experience. O
ur phonic sounds this week 
were
 ‘t’
 and ‘p’.
) (
Birch and Willow (Year 1)
Guess who we met in the forest this week? The 
Gruffalo
! In our English lessons, we answered comprehension questions about the plot and characters and we were really good at acting the story. Then we discussed and described the woodland setting. In Science, we have identified common deciduous and evergreen trees; we will try to match leaves to trees when we go to Forest school. In Maths, we are consolidating our knowledge of numbers, using number lines, ten frames and other ways to solve addition and subtraction problems. Please encourage the children to practise writing their letters and numbers. This combined with our daily handwriting sessions will help them improve their letter and number formation. In Art, we have talked about the artist Andy Goldsworthy who uses natural material to create pictures and sculptures. In RE we have discussed what makes a gift special and will be linking it to the meaning of gifts in the Christmas story. 
Thank you for your support to hear readers or accompany our groups to Forest school. 
) (
Willow and Birch News (Year1)
) (
.
)
       
 (
Hazel and Rowan News (Year 2
)
This week, Year 2 have been learning about the features of newspapers, enjoyed role-playing a nursery rhyme and acting as news reporters, and written group newspaper reports about their nursery rhyme. They have begun learning to write in the style of a report, and to understand the difference between a newspaper report and telling a story. 
In maths, the children have been learning to subtract a one-digit number using both a number line and the column method. They have then applied what they have learned about addition and subtraction so far this term by solving worded problems. 
Year 2 have also begun learning how to add two two-digit numbers.
 Please help your child to either learn or consolidate their number bonds for numbers to 20 as some are still unsure of them
 (e.g. 10+10, 11+9, 
15
+5)
.
Year 2 are enjoying developing their scientific enquiry skills in Science by asking questions, and investigating what happens when rice is placed on a drum then tapped, and when we speak on a blown-up balloon.  
In DT, the children are enjoying making a simple elastic band guitar, and Hazel class have great fun following instructions to make a maraca. We would be grateful for more empty tubes, tissue and cereal boxes. 
Many thanks for your support.
)
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Forest Fun Zone
The next Forest FunZone will be the second week of the Easter Holidays:  9th - 13th April 2018
FunZone will be running during the Christmas break on the following dates (8am-6pm) and we are hoping to offer the following themed days (TBC).

21st December – Sports theme - with Danny Williams Sports Coach
22nd December – Christmas theme with magician
2nd January – 2018 Great British Bland’s and Garland Bake Off
3rd January – Street Dance and Music

More details to follow. If you would like to book children in, please contact Garland school office at office@garland.w-berks.sch.uk











            Star of the Week	        	        Friendship Star

 (
Toby - Acorns
Joseph-Matthew - 
Beech
Benedict - 
Maple
Ella - Birch
Finlay – Willow
Charlie -Hazel
George - Rowan
) (
 
Dhvaneet
 - Acorns 
Billy - 
Beech
Sophie - 
Maple
Eleanor - Birch
Poppy - Willow
Ivy - Hazel
Cara-Mae - Rowan
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Help us to Raise Funds for the School:

Did you know that whenever you buy anything online - from your weekly shop to your annual holiday - you could be collecting free donations for Mrs Bland's Infant and Nursery School?
There are over 3,000 shops and sites on board ready to make a donation, including Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva, thetrainline and Sainsbury's – it doesn't cost you a penny extra!
It's as easy as 1, 2, 3 and it’s free! Go to…

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/mrsblandsinfantandnurseryschool/

 Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the site you want and start shopping.
 After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your good cause for no extra cost whatsoever!

There are no catches or hidden charges and Mrs Bland's Infant and Nursery School will be really grateful for your donations.

If you have a tablet or smart phone you can download the ‘easyfundraising’ app which is easy to access.


School Lottery

Please click on the link below to access the new school lottery where you can win money and prizes whilst supporting the school. Please share this link with your friends and family. The more people that buy tickets, the better the prizes and the more money we raise. Thank you for your support and good luck everyone!
The PTA

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/mrs-blands-infant-and-nursery-school
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